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Abstract of corresponding document: US 5836910 (A) 
A modular patient care system is described having 
unique mechanical, electrical, and logical features. 
An apparatus is described for allowing a modular 
connection arrangement wherein modules are 
detachably connected to each other in a convenient, 
flexible, interchangeable, and secure manner by 
providing a hinge connector pair, a specially located 
latch mechanism, and a guide means between any 
pair of modules. Additionally, an apparatus and 
method is described for automatic, sequential, and 
dynamic logical address assignment of functional 
units attached to the central management unit, 
according to their respective position in a linear 
array of units. Logical address assignment is 
designed to occur automatically upon a physical 
reconfiguration of the functional units, without 
requiring external input or a rearranged scheme for 
determining the relative physical positions of the 
functional units. 
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■7 b ^ x ~j * fi ess w m ttz t ij a t -i) -i t & # x. & . LfrL&mwtmwi&m-r 
tia . 3tm a y?7x-xi-7 b 1 0 0 co-m&%Mmte swc • < & h ^ h t 
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r Mf3 i r x^-hj Ht^. ^ ix £> co ^ - (± , ^^-^A^XM 
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Br 9 <^ V ^ /!✓ fiO « |g £ 3S S? 25. t/ IS If t4 - t*i?S h . 
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j?3y hP-5 3 6 4 Stf'*'>'7t-^ 3 6 6iittS«lS4f^l^>'7 ■ t 
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£t6i:, ;«tfiiH«ft«»i«/;ftt:Ja7nt 7t3 6 O'vl^a, X 
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h ifi ft m $ ti & ^ i t £ f* he ~r * . it^y7iii-7 h-ce&fifflTirtii&fs 
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co fz iz * A W X (± ¥ * A W IB 'If m S K IB tit S d i: A* T~ § S . 
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#4 h 2 0 0 X (4 » fg Jt- — >y b 1 5 0 ^\ f >> > D - K f § 
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*7 x r ffi ££ £ 3 *J 3&» f& * X (4 & T 4- £ *L * ft ft «f £ £ £ ^ o 

3fc it -f ^^^x-X-X^y Fffl7'( ?D7nt7t 2 6 4 (4 it JH § fl £ $T L V> ffi 
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